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ABSTRACT

Dimensions of Parent-Ch il d Affini ty in the Nati on of Thail and

by

Kristine R. Thorso n, Master o f Science
Utah State Uni versity, 1999

Maj or Professor: Dr. Jay D. Schvaneve ldt
Department : Famil y and Human Development

In thi s study, 96 child ren fro m Thail and were interviewed using the 30-item
Parent-Affinity Perception Sca le. Chil dren from four age groups (preschoo l, first graders,
third graders, and sixth graders) were asked to choose e ither "Mother" or " Father" as a
response for this questi onnaire.
Children' s perceptions of affi nity in relati onship with their parents and their
parental preference were studi ed. The children were to select which parent they would
pre fer in three categories: ( I) as a companion in acti viti es that were physical or soc ial, (2)
who th ey would go to for help in personal or moral needs, and (3) for various acti vity
destinations.
The results showed a preference for " Mother" over "Father" on a maj ority of
the questi ons. Boys and girls se lected " Mother" for more of the items overa ll , except for
phys ical acti vity where " Father" was chosen. When comparing all o f the age groups,
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" Mother" was selected as the preferred parent in all instances except for the sixth-grade
boys.
(66 pages)
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C HAPTER I
fNTROD UCTI ON AN D PROBLEM STATEM ENT

The roles of father and mother were more ri g idly defined by the general culture
of the past than they are in a modern world . The father was the head of the home as well
as the economic provider while the mother kept the house and took care of the c hildren
(Franz & Me II , 1981 ). Today. the ro les o f father and mother are not so clearly defined.
There a re more working mothers, hi ghe r levels of ed ucation for both women and men, and
many other events that give parents greater opport unities to define their own parental roles
across many cultures (Franz & Me II , 198 1).
G iven these changes, re latio nships between parents and their children may be
alte red as we ll. In the United States, with employed mothers becoming less available and
fathers need ing to become more availab le in the fa mily setting, childre n may also be
chan g ing in how they pe rcei ve relati onships wi th their parents (Easterbrooks & Go ldbe rg,
1984).
T hese are also issues o f inte rnational scope and Thailand serves as a pi votal
example. There has been rapid socioeconomic c ha nge to wards greater mode rni zati on and
some values and behaviors of society, wh ich used to be associated with reli g ion , have
undergone restructuring in both the famil y and soc iety (Kurian, 1995). Additionally, the
socioeconomic role of females is in creasingly becoming more independent.
Traditionally. women in Thail and have e xperienced relatively low social a nd
economi c freedo m. There is curre ntl y a hi gh rate of participation in the fe male labor
force. In 1980, there were 44.4% fe male Thai workers among the economically active
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population, whi ch includes those from I I years of age and older (Kurian, 1995).
Cu lture also has a great in fl uence upon the relationship between parents and
their chi ldren. In Thailand, the male has a more dominant role in the famil y as well as in
society; thus the relationship between the father and child may be a more distant one.
Females in Thailand typicall y play a more submi ssive role in society as we ll as in the
fami ly, thereby having a more strong and common bond with their children who are also
submi ssive in their culture.
For the majority of the Thai popu latio n, the young are subordi nate to the old
and women are subordinate to men. The famil y is seen as the place to train each member
to learn about proper respec t patterns, and to speak and behave appropriately toward
parents. Parents are expected to care for the ir children financially. Older children take
care of yo unge r children and the younger chil dren are to adhere to the demands o f the
o lder siblings.
Research, done mostly in the United States o n parent-child relati onshi ps, has
shown that parents have a great influence on their children in how they perceive their
gender roles, life goals, and the world of work. It is very important for parents and
children to deve lop a strong bond wi th one another so that these perceptions remain
positive and supportive.
In the US, society does not place such a dominant role upon males. Males and
females have more of an equal status in society as we ll as in the fan1il y. The poss ibility of
a strong and com mon bond between fa ther and mother and their children may be more
likely than in Thai land . The fo ll owing quote from Hinde and Stevenson-Hinde helps to
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illuminate these inte racti ons.
When two indi viduals inte ract on successive occasions over tim e such that
each interaction may effect subsequent ones, the perceptions, fe ars,
expectations, and so on that each has about the other and about the future
course of the relationship .. may be affected. (Hinde & Stevenson-Hinde,
1987, p. 2.)
Wi th a ll of these socioeconomic and cu ltural changes, several questio ns arise.
Do c hildren pe rceive their relationshi p wi th each parent to be different when they are
engaged in many types of activities? As society changes over time, are relat ionships
between parents a nd children changing? Are re lati onships between children and parents
different across cultures or differe nt a round the natio n? These are so me of the essenti al
questions that prompted the comp letion of this study.

The purpose of thi s study was to further assess and understand childre n's
identificati on wi th and percept ions of their parents. In earli er work, Sch vaneve ldt and
Miller ( 1976) referred to this measurement domain as parent-chi ld affinity, defin ed as the
degree to which children identi fY and wish to affi li ate with or accompany a parent in a
variety of situati o ns or activities. Schvaneveldt and Miller ( 1976) looked at pare nt-child
affinity in the United States among 90 preschoo l, third-, and sixth-grade children. Their
findin gs showed a sign ificant choice by these children for " Mother" over "Father" in all
age groups except for the preschool group.
Because of the changes that have occurred in society since the Schvaneveldt
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and Miller ( 1976) study, there is an increased need to determine how children currently
view their relationship with their parents. Furthermore, most of the research on parentchi ld relationships has been done in the United States, Canada, and Europe. We know
very littl e abo ut parent-child relatio nships in other parts of the world. Thus, a second
major purpose of this study was to assess parent-ch ild affinity in Asia, specifically, the
nati o n of Thailand.
For this research, the investigator focused on a sample of Thai children to
determine how boys and girls in Thai culture view mothers and fathers concerning a
variety of situations in which they might engage. For thi s study, the si tuat io ns included
choices like which parent to go to the supermarket with, which parent to play a game with,
and choos ing which parent to obtain he lp from. Situations also included wh ich parent to
tell a secret to, which parent to read stories with, and choosing w hich parent is the best
parent.
A final purpose of this research was to compare parent-child affi nity in
Thailand with that in the United States of America. Differences and similariti es may exist
between cultures in how the process of affinity between parents and chi ldren is developed.
Fo r example, we know that in the United States (Franz & Me II , 1981 ) it is common for the
mother to be the main caretaker of chi ldren. She nurtures and takes care of her child 's
needs, regardless of whether or not the woman is the primary breadwinner. In Thailand,
the caretaking of children is also done primarily by the mother, regardl ess of her
employment status, with a great amo unt of respo nsibility placed upon older siblings to
care for the younger children (Kurian , 1995).
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Justification
This type of parent-child research is important for many reasons. That the
wor ld is c hanging in many dimensions is one reason for doing this study. Parents have
been the primary socializers of children throughout hi story and it is now important to look
at children 's perceptions of their parents as related to changing parental roles. Currently,
wi th more economic independence and higher education among females in Thailand,
women have taken on a more "equal " status with the men in their families. With this, the
hiera rchical order within the family becomes less important. Looking at the difference
between the responses of children in Thailand and children in the US where these kinds of
changes have already occurred is important. The final reason for doing this study is the
general importance of keeping abreast of ch ildren and their adjustment to a very complex
and dynamic world.

Theories and Conceptual Framework s
There are two theories that are helpful in guiding the conception and
completion of this study. One theory- ro le theory-deals with the expectations regarding
behav ior in defi ned situations. Es hle man ( 1997) defined roles as the acts or perceptions
appropriate to a given status. "W ith roles, the focus of attention is on behaviors and
attitudes appropriate to situations, irrespective of the individual. .. " (p. 296).
Role theory helps us to further understand how choices are made by each chi ld
as the child expresses preference for a parent in each situation as it arises. Rol es aid in
understanding the choices that are made, or which parent was preferred for each activity.
Role theory also helps to explain why each acti vity causes a different choice to be made
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and why the preference is influenced by a particular activity.
Social learning theory is al so useful in this study. " Social-learning theory deals
with how people learn from one another. Performance or manifestation of a learned
behavior is contingent upon a child or adu lt ' s ex pectation of either reinforcement or
punishm ent. The most basic notion is that behavior is learned" (Crosbie-Burnett & Lewis,
1993 , p. 550).
As children grow and develop, whether they are in the US or Thailand, they
learn from each experience which parent will be the most helpful or understanding or even
less punitive if the situation were to ari se again. They may learn from watching their
brothers or sisters or even friends for which parent to go to if they were in trouble, if they
needed money, or if they were sick .
Social learning theory brings understanding to this type of study in that
c hildre n learn through experie nces of their own and through observing othe rs. For
exa mple, c hildren tend to tind the ir mother to be more nurturing and understanding and
view fathers as the parent best suited for physical and outdoor activities (Crosbie-Burnett
& Lewis, 1993).
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C HAPTER II
LITERATU RE REVIE W

In thi s review, percept ion of affi nity between parents and children and the
fac tors that influence thi s process are addressed. The review also includes research o n
a ffinity that deals with gende r, age, and cu lture.

Parent-Child Relationships
When reviewing studi es concerning the relationships between parents and their
children, clear differences between mothers, fa thers, and their children begin to emerge.
In earli er studi es of parent-chil d re lationsh ips, it was fo und that parents tended to respond
differentl y to boys and girl s. Parents foc used o n achievement and competition for their
sons, puni shed them more, and encouraged independence (Fagot, 1978). In the
relatio nships w ith their children, parents felt that the relationship with the ir daughter was
mo re characteri zed by warmth ant! physica l prox imity. They al so trusted the ir daughters,
be lieved them, a nd ex pected lady li ke behavior. Daughters were punished less and were
encouraged to think more. Mothers. more than fathers, were found to place heavi er
restrictions on their daughters and s upervise them more than their sons (Fagot, 1978).
Fathers were stricter with their sons, whil e mothers expected their sons to co mply with
soc ietal rules. A lso found was fat hers havi ng hi gher achievement ex pectations for their
daughters than their sons (M arcus & Corsi ni , 1978).
Mothers as well as fathers were more like ly to respond in a positi ve manner
when their daughters needed help, but responded more negati vely when their sons asked

for help. From the manner in which their pa rents treated these children when they needed
help, gi rl s seemed to find that obtaining help was a positi ve ex perience. Boys were
ignored o r criticized, whi ch taught them to explore and find answers on the ir own (Fagot,
1978). Parents were seen as using discipline mo re often with chi ldren of the opposite sex
and frequently, mothers were more punitive than fathers with both sons and daughters
(Mu lhurn & Passman, 198 1).
Finally, fathers and mothers we re observed to assess differential treatment of
sons and daughters. Usi ng observation and self- repo rt methods, mothers reported
them se lves as more tolerant of their sons becom ing upset at requests and were more
demanding of their daughters to behave and act appropriately. Fathers differentiated
between their so ns and daughters more than mothers, especially in the areas of phys ica l
acti vity and di scipline. They encouraged boys in physica l and acti ve play and treated their
daughters with more gentleness (Siega l, 1987). When interacting w ith their children,
mo thers spent mo re time with their chi ldren. Howeve r, when fathers spent time with thei r
children, their interacti ons co nsisted mostly of rough and tumble play with their sons
(Easterbrooks & Go ldberg, 1984; Jacklin, Maccoby, & DiPietro, 1984).
In the last decade, research that has been completed on fath ers' contributions to
ch ild deve lopment has demonstrated their capability and sensitivity in many activities
with their young children (Co ll ins & Russe ll , 199 1). When parenting characteristi cs were
examined thro ug h o bservation of 6- and 7-year-olds w ith both their parents present,
fathers were fo und to be quite warm , encouraging of independence in their children,
employed mild strictness, and expressed sati sfaction w ith being a parent. These
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interactions were found to occur more often between mothers and their c hil dren, than
between fathers and their children (Co llins & Russe ll , 1991 ).
Parents and their children spend more time together during the preschoo l years
and less time as they grow o lder. During these years mothers spent more time w ith their
chi ldren overall than did fathers. Mothers used time with their children in c uddling and
conversation. Fathers' interactions consisted of physical , o utdoor play; emphasized
achievement ; a nd helped childre n succeed in physical activities. Fathers were less li kely to
be characterized by care giving and intimacy w ith their ch ildren (Collins & Russell , 199 1)
Cross-culturally, mothers in Mex ico were more nurturing than fat hers, giving
everything to her ch ild, who then in turn te nds to respect and honor her more. On the
other hand , the father is the di sciplinari an and develops an authoritarian rela ti o nship with
hi s children, who are supposed to respect and obey him (Fromm & Maccoby, 1970).
Mo thers in Spain and Japan were in closer and more frequent contact wi th
their c hil dren than fathers. Mothe rs were fo und to be cl oser to their children tha n fathe rs
in Spain , as well as more likely to keep a close eye on their c hildre n in the things they
were doing (Mackey & Day, 1979). Fat hers in Mexican families were no t as warm and
affecti o nate when compared to the mothers. These fa th ers maintained a far different role
of their own, spending signifi ca nt time playing a nd being companions to their c hildre n.
Fathers were more acti ve and physical with their chi ldren than mothers. They seemed to
take over conversations and be directi ve. They were also more encouraging and differed
more than mothe rs in their behavior with sons a nd daughters (Bronstein, 1984) .
Among Australian parents, there were no differences in parental reacti ons to
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children in cogniti ve and play activities found. However, mothers were avai lab le to
children 54.7 hours per week, compared to 34.6 hours per week for fathers. Mothers and
chi ldren also spent more time alone together than did fathers and children (Russe ll &
Russell , 1987).
In different cultures around the world , there have been studies concerning
relationships between parents and their children done. These have shown that overall , the
mother spends more time with her chi ldren and during the time that she takes care of
them, she nurtures them, helps them, and interacts with them. Fathers spend less time
with their chi ldren and during that time they interact in physical and active p lay and
encourage independence more . The interac tions between mothers and thei r children
tended to display more warmth and attention than the interactions between fa thers and
their chi ldren. The interactions amo ng fa thers and their children were characterized by
more firm and restrictive behavior to their chi ldren (Co llins & Russell , 199 1).

Children's Parental Preferences
When parent preferences of chi ldren were exam ined, literature in the area of
parent-child affinity was quite varied in the age of child , in the topic of focus , and in how
recent the research had been done. ll has been suggested that when children choose a
parental model, they do it by their perceptions. They percei ve the power that one parent
may have over another, the competence of each parent, and the extent to which they are
nurtured by each parent.
In general , the role of the mother was to maintain ongoing interpersonal and
integrated relationships with her children. In contrast, the father 's role leaned more
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toward teaching their children instrumental ski ll s as well as the ability to adapt to the
environment. Children were asked questions concerning nurturance, competence,
punitiveness, and source of fear about a fictional family, their own family, as well as
shown pictures of a child in different situati ons to determine their parental preferences.
These children perceived fathers as more competent, a disciplinarian, and children tended
to be frightened of them. Mothers were perceived as warmer and more like ly to reward.
Boys and girls also chose the same-sexed parent when asked whom they liked the most
and whom they wanted to be like. Girl s wanted to be like their mother even though they
saw their father to be more knowledgeable and stronger (Kagan & Lemkin, 1960).
By 3 years of age, children could readi ly di stinguish between the social roles of
males and females. A strong preference for mother over father was found due to the
assumption that mothers were more nurturing, to which ch ildren were more likely to
respond. Nurturance is at the root of mothe r preference. Nurturant acts had warm and
satisfying connotations that were attached to the mother or the person who does the
nurturing. Because of thi s, mothers were preferred though children wanted to resemble
the parent of the same gender (Dubin & Dubin , 1965).
In infancy, attachments are formed to both parents, but interesting gender
differences occur in the patterns of preference by infants. Attachments form at about the
same age in both boys and girls. Preferences for fat hers by their sons seem to be drawn
out by sex-differentiated behaviors of the father. Fathers appear to be more attentive to
their sons than their daughters, as wel l as more attenti ve to their sons when the mother
was present. By 16 months of age, signi licant preferences for mothers over fathers were
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found for both males and females and paterna l involvement had no effect on the patterns
of preference (Lamb, Frodi , Hwang, & Frodi, I 983).
When the perceptions of children in the fifth and sixth grades were exami ned,
both males and females ranked mothers higher than fathers on compan ions hip and
sati sfacti on in their relati onships. Girls responded more to greater intim acy wi th their
mothers than wi th their fathers , whereas boys showed no di fference between ei ther parent
in thi s area. These responses were consistent with the findings of mother spending more
time interacti ng with their children than fathers (Furman & Buhrmester, I 985).
The Parental Behavior Inventory was adm ini stered to 635 ch ild ren fro m the
fou rth through the eighth grades for each parent. Mothers were more accepting than
fathers in the sixth and eighth grade, with fe males fee ling more accepted by both parents
than males. Females reported more encouragement from their parents and they reported to
be emotionall y dependent on their parents. Ma les reported less encouragement fro m thei r
parents as well as less dependency upon them. Generally, sociali zati on agents look more
favora bl y upon a continued dependency behavior from girls than boys and that
dependency in children can be associated with rejection from parents as we ll as
puniti veness of parents (Armentrout & Burger, 1972).

Adolescent Parental Percept ions
Ado lescent interactions with their parents were examined. In one study, they
were given an in strument with 32 items to respond to concerning problem solving,
interactions and compl iance or adv ice givi ng in mother or father and subj ect situations.
Males tended to report greater interaction with fathers in problem-sol ving areas than
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fema les, whereas females perceived equal tendencies in interactions with mothers and
fa thers and in compl iance giving. Adolescent female relationships with their fathers were
foun d to be very low in intensity, whi le their relationships with mothers and adolescent
males' relationships with both parents were more substantial (Hunter, 1985).
Another study done in the area of father and mother adolescent relationships on
communication and connectedness had similar results. Subj ects in 71h , 91h , and II th grades
completed the Youth Attitude Survey that contained four items. Two items concerned the
mother and two items focu sed on the father. The items consisted of questions asking how
well their father or mother knew them and if they cared about what their mother or father
thought about them. The issue of interest in thi s study was to see if caring d iffered across
the age groups by parent and by gender of child.
Fathers tended to know their son or daughter significantly less than mothers of
children in 91h and II th grades. Daughters reported being more open with their mothers
and that their mothers knew them better than their fa thers did . They also fe lt like their
father tended to be more critica l of their feelings. Sons were somewhat open to both their
mother and father, and percei ved that they were well known by each parent (Youniss &
Ketterlinus, 1987).
Both females and mal es cared about what their parents thought about them.
They wanted their parents to recognize that they were growing up and wanted parental
approva l of the indi vidual they were becom ing. For most adolescents, thi s seemed to
occur more easily with mothers than with fa thers, and therefore, they tended to seek out
their mothers for help and advice (Youni ss & Ketterlinus, 1987).
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Fema les and males begin with much closer, intense, and less d ifferentiated
re lati onships with their mothers th an with their fathers. Fathers tend to represent reality
more in terms of demands, chall enges, and rewards of life. Though father was more
demanding, sons fe lt their fathers influenced them more strongly than daughters.
Ado lescents are still quite concerned with parents and the feelings and expectations they
have of them. They also continue to seek guidance and adv ice from them so that they can
meet social ex pectations (Frank, Avery, & Laman, 1988).
As adolescents age and begin to leave home, their perceptions about their
affecti ve relationships with their parent change. There was increased perception of
affection as well as communication, sat isfacti on, and independence in the re lationship
with their pare nts. They perceived their relati onship to be more positive after they started
co llege (Pipp, Jenn ings, Shaver, Lamborn, & Fisc her, 1985).
These adolescents also needed to perce ive the relationship wi th their parents as
ti ghtly held together by love, though there was a greater move for independence. These
adolescents recogni zed their relationship with their parents as different in that they
perceived their relationship with their mother as more likely to be equal, friendly, and
responsible than the relati onship with their fa thers. The re lationship with their fathers was
perceived as less equal than the relationship with their mother (Pipp eta!. , 1985).

Cultural Fac tors and Theory
Each culture contains defin itions of different behaviors and atti tudes that are
considered normal for boys and girls, or men and women. In some cultures there is little
d ifference in these behaviors and attitudes; boys and girl s are ex pected to think and act in
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similar ways. In most cu ltures, though, there are quite distinct differences between the
ways in which mal es and femal es are ex pected to think, act, and feel (Lefrancois, 1990).
Defined, roles are "a set of rights and ob ligations, that is, as an abstraction to
which behavior of people wi II conform to a vary ing degree" (Banton, 1965 , p. 2). A role
that a person holds or displ ays is a type of social behavior in which the perso n
di stinguishes a s situationally appropri ate in terms of the demands and expectations of
those around him . In thi s sense, a role is characteri zed by patterns of expected behavior
that is reinforced through rewards and puni shments which el icits each person to conform
to expected behavior appropriate to each situat ion (Banton, 1965).
Roles can be separated into two categories. The first category contains those
roles that are assigned to peop le without loo king at their differences or abilities. The
second category contains achieved roles or ro les which are obtained through competition
and effo rt from each individual. The criteria of ascribed roles must be recognizab le at
birth, making it possible to begin training for them immediately as well as el iminati ng any
uncertainty. The criteria are those of sex, age, kinship relations, and birth into a particular
fami ly (Linton, 1945). Achieved roles are given to people whose performance merits
qualification for that rol e. Rol es include the attitudes, values, and behaviors deemed
appropriate by any given society to whic h an individual belongs (Romer, 1981).
Boys and girls learn gender roles through imitation or by observing what other
people say and do, but in recent years. the co ncept of parents being the most central
sociali zers in developing gender ro les has been criticized. Parents are only one of many
sources from which chi ldren learn gend er roles ; schools, peers, the media, and difTerent
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family members are also important (Santrock, 1992) .
Parents as sociali zing agents not o nly occupy roles w ithin their family, but
these ro les also co nverge into other structures of the society as well , such as employees,
coaches, employers, students, neighbo rs a nd fri ends, as well as many others. Thi s is
necessary to function effectively as parents and other sociali zing agents. The chi ld needs
to be sociali zed into hi s own fam ily as well as into other structures that extend beyond the
family. T hese include schoo l and peer groups as well as many other groups. The family
offers a wide e nough range of ro les for c hi ld ren whil e they are young, but as children
grow, they must learn through parti cipat ion in many other roles that cannot be offered in
the famil y (Parsons & Bales, 1955).
The shaping of each persons gender rol e may begin as early as birth. From the
mome nt of birth , parents tend to treat their son or daughter in a diffe rent manner. Most
parent s wi ll t a lk about their daughters as bei ng c ute r, softer, or mo re deli cate than their
sons. Father% le nd lo emphasize the beauty and delicacy o f their infant dau ghters a nd the
strength and .coordination of their infa nt so ns (Dworetzky & Davis, 1989).
Clh ildren vary considerabl y in the ages at which they come to recogni ze each
Ol"her as boys and gi rl s, and unt il they do recognize the differences, many pare nts
encourage the ir children to in volve themse lves in different types of play a nd activities.
G irls are more likely to be g iven do ll s to pl ay with wh il e they are young and are likely to
be asked to ba by-sit by their parents when they are o ld enough (Santrock, 1992). Gi rl s are
a lso encouraged to be more nurturanl and e motiona l than boys, and fathe rs a re more likely
to pl ay aggressive ly w ith their sons than w ith their daughters.
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In the process of mastering gender, children learn how to di scriminate between
genders and are able to label them selves appropriate ly as a boy or a girl. They also begin
to recognize what attributes and behaviors are appropriate for each sex and to also do what
is seen as appropriate and to avoid what is not (Stevenson, 1994). The theory of gender
ro les and its formation helps one to understand how relationships form between parents
and their ch ildren. It al so helps one to better understand how ch ildren perceive their
parents.
Social learning theory focuses on the role of reinforcement as well as
punishment and the extent to which behavior is shaped by its consequences . The effects
of reinforcement depend greatly upon our bei ng aware of the relation ship between our
behavior and its outcomes (Lefrancois, 1990).
Human behavior is learned. That behavior w hich characteri zes a pe rson as a
member of particular social class is acq uired rathe r than innate. Learning theory is the
study of the circum stances in whic h a response and a c ue stimulus become connected.
After learning has been compl eted, response and cue a re bound together in a way that the
appearance of the cue evokes the response (M ille r & Dollard, 1941 ). Unde r appropri ate
conditions, children learn how to ta lk , how to behave appropriately, and which parent to
approach whe n they have behaved inappropriately (Schaffer, 1981 ).
Imitation is a process in which appropriate as well as inappropria te behavior is
learned from others. Learning would be quite difficult, and even dangerous, if children
had to re ly onl y on the outcome of their own acti ons to teach the m what to do (Bandura,
1977). Fortunately, most human behavior is learned from imitating how others perform
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their behaviors and then using thi s information when similar occasions ari se. Through
learning what to do from example, ch ildren can avoid making errors in situation s (M ill er
& Dollard, 1941 ).

Overall, social learning theory is the view of researchers who emphasize
behavior, environment, and cognition as the main factors in development. T hrough
observational learning, also called modeling or imitation, we cogniti ve ly represent the
behav ior of others and then try to inst ill this behavior in ourselves. Researchers using thi s
theory believe that we acquire a w ide range of behaviors, thoughts, and feelin gs through
observing others behavior; these observati ons form an important part of our deve lopment.
In addition, through these observation s chi ldren learn how society expects them to act,
think, as we ll as feel. Interaction encourages ch ildren to identify with their parents, adapt
to social norms and feel a sense of belonging (Lefrancois, 1990).

Summary of Literature Review
From the literature that has been cited, it is clear that the relationships between
parents and their children are diverse and complex. However, a genera l profil e indicates
that mother is the parent who is preferred by children.
In stud ies that exam ine relationships between parents and their ch il dren ,
parents were found to spend more time wi th their children when they are young, than
when the children grow older. During these younger years, the mother was found to spend
the most time caring for and nurturing her chi ldren. When fathers were found spending
time with their children, it was usua lly in physical , outdoor, and cognitive activities.
Similar finding s were found cross-culturally. Mothers spent more time with their chi ldren
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in nurturing and caregiving activities, whereas fathers, who tended to spend less time with
their children, used their time for p laying and being companions.
The findings were divided into two areas. The first area was the parental
preferences of chi ldren. Between ages 2 and 3, chi ldren have a strong preference for their
mother. The same was also true cross-cu lturally. The second area was the parental
preference o f adolescents. Around age 12, adolescents begin to percei ve a preference for
the parent of the same gender, though they still perceive the relationship with their mother
as stronger than that held with their father.
It was considered beneficial to exam ine children' s perception s of their parents
using an instrument with boys and girls of varied ages in the international a rena. Because
the relationship between parents and the ir ch ildren is so complex , it is important to
increase our understanding of children's perceptions invol ving various acti vities with their
parents in a broader cultural context.
In thi s study, a maj or goal has been to determine ho w boys and girl s in
Thail and might differ concerning which parent is selected to spend time with in various
acti vities. Another goal was to determ ine parental preferences of children by measuring
responses from different age groups. The fin al general goal was to determine if there is a
difference in the perceived preference of parents by children in the Thai culture as
compared to children in the US .

.l:!Y.illl.!b~~
I. There is no sign ificant difference in parental choice between boys and girl s.
2. There is no sign ificant difference in parental preference as related to age of ch ildren.
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C HAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

The purpose of thi s study was to measure children ' s perceptions of parentchild affini ty on a cross-cultural basis. In order to test on a cross-cultural basis, the
sample was selected from the Khon Kaen area in Thailand.

Population and Sample
All of the children in thi s study were from Thai land- the Esan area- and are a
part of a greater cross-cultural data set that focuses on parents and children in various
cu ltures, mostly Southeast Asian Nations (Schvaneveldt, 1992)
The major professor obtained access to thi s sample from the schoo l
adm inistrator as well as from the teacher in each grade sampled. Each respondent was
appoi nted by his/her teacher to be a part of the study, or volunteered without parental
consent.
There are 96 Thai children in thi s sample, divided into groups of24 by grade
and age. Each group contained 12 boys and 12 girl s. The ages range from 5 to 6 in
preschool, 6 to 7 in first grade, 8 to 9 in third grade, and I 0 to 12 in the sixth grade.
The parents of the respondents held occupations that range from professional
to the wo rking class (see Table I). The children 's parents were either not ed ucated at all
or had received education up to holding a Ph.D. Famil y size for these chi ldren ranged
from one to nine children.
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Table I
EmRloyment Ratio of Parents in the Thailand Study

Parents employed
Grade

Fathers

Mothers

Total

Boys

10

7

17

Girls

9

II

20

Total

19

18

37

Boys

6

9

15

Girls

II

10

21

Total

17

19

36

Boys

12

9

21

Girls

12

II

23

Total

24

20

44

Boys

II

12

23

Girls

12

9

21

Total

23

21

44

83

78

171

Preschool

First

Third

Sixth

Grand total
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Measurement and Procedures
The research instrument was developed by evaluation of other instruments
used in studies that focused on children's perceptions of parent-child affinity. It was then
constructed as a Likert-type scale, but with restricted response categories of mother or
father (Schvaneveldt & Miller, 1976). Chi ldren were forced to choose either father or
mother for each item on the scale (see Appendix).
The 30 items used for the scale were constructed in a manner so that younger
as well as older children could comprehend what was being asked and then answer
appropriately. The response to each item is directly "Mother" or "Father". Questions
dea lt with situations such as: Item 2. If yo u needed a parent to come to school with you,
whom would you ask to go your mother or father? Item three. If you were to take a plane
trip, would yo u rather have your mother or father go with you? Item 16. Whom would
you rather ha ve read stori es to you, your mother or father? Item 22. Whom do you want
to be like when you grow up, your mother or your father? Item 29. Who is the best parent
to you, your mother or your father?

Reliability
In a previous study in which this instrument was used, a pretest was given to
18 children to determine the reliability of this instrument. Also considered was the ability
of the Parent-Affinity Perception Scale to determine if children cou ld understand the
questions, and make a specific choice between "Mother" and "Father." A retesting of
these same subjects was done to check the reliabi lity of the instrument. The comparisons
of the testing showed 92.8% stability, suggesting a stable measuring tool.
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The Parent-Affi ni ty Percept ion Scale was considered to have face validi ty,
suggesting that the sca le held items of interest and app ropriateness for the age and gender
of eac h child . The items were judged as be ing easil y understood as well as being abl e to
rece ive a de finite response for the chil d's parental preference by the maj or professor and
professors in sociology and anth ropo logy at a Thai un iversity.
The instrument was used in a pilot study and was then revised. A panel o f
three ex perts in Child Development and Fam ily Studies judged the items to see if each
statement was clear to read and direct ly re lated to the dependent variable, a nd also that it
represented a spectrum of useful act ivity appl icable to boys and girl s across an age range
from preschool to j unior hi gh sc hoo l that was co nsidered appropriate to use in a scale to
meas ure parental preference.

Analyses of Data
The data from Thailand were coded and prepared for anal yses. Descripti ve stati sti cs were
used to provide an overview of the chi ldren in thi s Thai sample. Chi-square analysis was
used to test the hypotheses using age and gender. The .05 level of confidence was used in
making dec isions about the hypo theses.
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CHAPTER IV
RESULTS

Hypothesis Number One states: There is no significant difference in parental
choice between boys and girls.
From the data in Table 2, it was found that ch ildren showed a preference for
" Mother" in 19 out of the 30 questions. " Father" was selected for 10 out of the 30
q uestions, and one question, item 8, received equal responses for both "Mother" and
"Father."
" Mother" was chosen as the preferred parent o n a majority of the items that
deal t with discip line or obtaining help. This finding agrees with Kagan and Lemkin

(1960), who found that fathers were perceived as the disciplinarian and that ch il dren tend
to be more frighten ed of them . The children perceived mothers to be warmer and more
likely to reward , thus feeling more comfortable going to mother. Arme ntrout and Burger

( 1972) also found children perceiving mot hers as more accepting than fathers (see Table
2, Items I, 2, 2 1, and 24). Children in the US study also preferred " Mother" in these same
areas except item 1, in which there was an eq ual preference betwee n " Mother" and
"Father."
On items I, 2, 21 and 24, " Mother" was chosen as the preferred parent. These
items dealt wi th issues concerning asking a parent for money, for help or going to school,
and issues of di scipline. (see Table 2.) Th is agrees with Kagan and Lemkin ( 1960), who
found that fa thers were perceived as the disciplinarian and that children tend to be more
frightened of them. The children perceived mothers to be warmer and more likely to
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Table 2
Res12onse Freguency of C hildren' s Perce12tions to the Parent-Affinity Perce12tion Scale
Items

Preschool First Grade Third Grade Sixth Grade

Item

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

I. If you wanted money

Mother

to spend , which would

Father

4
4

8

7

8

10

7
7

6

49

6

44

2

4

8

9

5

10

62

7

2

33

6

8

4

4

41

6

4

8

7

53

you ask, your mother or
your father for the
money?
2. lf you needed a parent Mother
to come to school with

Father

7

4

4

4

you, whom would you ask
to go, your mother or
father?
3. If you were to take a

Mother

6

2

plane trip, would you

Father

6

9

7

rather have your mother
or your father go with
you?

(table continues)

26
Preschool First Grade Third Grade Sixth Grade

Item

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

4. If you were sick and

Mother

needed to see a doctor,

Father

7

7

4

5

9

7

9

Father

3

4

3

6. If you were unhappy,

Mother

7

would you rather talk to

Father

4

5

4

7. If you wanted to ask

Mother

6

10

6

5

for permission to do

Father

6

2

6

7

7

II

7

6

10

61

6

2

II

4

62

3

27

6

10

62

6

2

6

4

46

6

8

50

4

34

would you want your
mother or your father to
take you to the doctor?
5. Whom do you think is Mother
the happier person, your

7

mother or your father?
9

9

7

34

your mother or your
father about what is
making you sad?
4

something, whom would
you ask, your mother or
your father?

(table continues)
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Preschool First Grade Third Grade Sixth Grade

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

Item

8. lf you needed help

Mother

9

9

6

with work, would you ask Father

4

4

8

6

4

47
47

6

6

6

9

4

54

6

2

8

38

6

55

6

39

7

57

your mother or your
father to help you?
9. lf you knew a secret,

Mother

7

6

to whom would you

Father

4

6

I 0. Whom do you feel

Mother

6

4

would help you more if

Father

5

8

5

10

7

2

rather tell it, your mother
or your father?
7

8
4

4

4

you were in trouble, your
mother or your father?
II . Would you rather go Mother

7

to the supermarket to buy Father

4

6
4

6

4

6

10

6

2

38

food with your mother or
your father?

(table continues)
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Preschool First Grade Third Grade Sixth Grade

Item

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

12. If only one of your

Mother

6

4

2

4

parents could go on a

Father

6

8

10

9

13. If you wanted to

Mother

8

10

9

9

know how to be very

Father

2
10

5

7

33

5

61

7

70

special trip to the moon ,
whom would you rather
go with you, your mother
or father?

2

10

9

2

24

happy, whom wo uld you
ask, yo ur mo ther or
father?
14. If you ha d to stay

Mother

10

home all day with either

Father

2

6

7

7

6
7

6

6

7

54
40

your mother or father,
whom would you choose
to stay with you?

(table continues)
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Preschoo l First Grade Third Grade S ixth Grade

Item

Girl s Boys G irl s Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

15 . With whom would

Mother

you rather go for a walk,

Father

Mother

6

6

9

6

4

6

6

2

6

6

12

10

8

9

10

10

0

2

4

2

7

6

4

6

54

6

39

your mother or yo ur
fathe r?
16. Whom wo uld you

rathe r have read stories to Father

4

2

75
4

19

4

39

8

55

yo u, your mother or
father?
17. With whom would

Mother

you rather go swimming,

Fathe r

6

3
6

9

7

9

yo ur mother o r father?
18 . If yo u were goi ng to

Mother

visit grandpare nts, wou ld Father

7

2

2

7

4

4

10

10

4

8

33

7
II

9

61

you rathe r go to your
mother's parents or your
fathers pare nts home?

(table continues)
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Preschoo l First Grade Third G rade Six th Grade

Item

19. Would yo u rather

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Gi rls Boys Total

7

Mother

have your mother or yo ur Father

8

4

6

2

2

7

6

10

10

7

51

4

2

2

3

33

10

9

9

59

9

4

7

55

4

4

9

6

5

2

4

7

9

42

father go shopping with
you for toys?

20. If yo u wanted

Mother

so meone to play a game

Father

with you, wo uld you ask
your mother or father to
play?
2 1. If you did something Mother

10

2

wro ng, would yo u rather

2

10

7

3

7

10

2

5

2

10

Father

9

9

41

have your mother or your
fa ther correct yo u?
22. Wh om do you want

Mother

to be like when you grow Father

5

II

6

2

40

6

10

56

up, yo ur mother or your
father?

(table continues)
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Presc hool First Grade Third Grade Sixth Grade

Item

G irl s Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

7

23. Whom do your

Mother

10

6

5

10

friends like best, their

Father

2

6

7

2

4

24. If you were swearing, Mother

10

4

8

8

6

whom would you rather

Father

2

8

4

4

6

25 . If yo u awoke during

Mother

9

9

7

12

7

the night feeling sick,

Father

9

6

61

6

35

mother or their father?

7

7

55

4

40

8

9

69

4

2

4

26

4

6

4

4

42

7

6

7

have hear you, your
mother or yo ur father?

0

would you rather have
yo ur mother or your
fath er help you?
26. If you went to mail a Mother

8

8

4

letter, whom would you

4

4

7

Father

4

5I

like to go to the post
office with you, your
mo ther or your father?
(table continues)
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Preschool First Grade Third Grade S ixth Grade

Item

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Total

27. Whom would you

Mother

10

6

like to take you and your

Father

2

6

28. Whom would you

Mother

7

3

6

rather have take you to

Father

9

6

7

10

4

2

8

4

4

7

40

6

9

9

6

7

59

2

5

33

9

6

7

4

6

50

6

4

8

6

44

6

4

39

friends to a picnic, your
mother or your father?

6

9

57

the pel shop, your mother
or yo ur father?
29. Who is the best

Mother

parent to you, your

Father

9

2

9

9

50

mother or your father?
30. Whom do yo u

Mother

believe loves yo u the

Father

most, your mother or your
father?

9

6
6

7

6
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reward, thus feeling more comfortable goi ng to the mother. Armentrout and Burger
( 1972) also found chi ldren perceiving mothers as more accepting than fathers. Children in
the US also preferred " Mother" in these areas, suggesting that mother is mo re
understanding with her children and less punitive than fathers. On the issues dealing with
a child being nurtured, "Mother" was the preferred parent on every item. For example,
mother is selected in regard to being taken to the doctor when sick, talking to someone
when unhappy, or telling a secret to. Also, mother is the preferred parent for staying home
all day with. being read stories to, and taking care of you if you woke up feeling sick
during the night. (see Table 2, items 4, 6, 9, 14, 16 and 25 .) Thi s corresponds to the
Dubin and Dubin ( 1965) study finding a strong preference for mother over father due to
the assumption that mothers were more nurturing, and chi ldren respo nd positive ly to
nurturance. In the US, children also picked ·'Mot her" on these exact item s, whi ch also
lends support to Dubin and Dubin as well as gives further evidence to Parson' s Role
Theory (Parsons & Bales, 1955).
"Mother" was chosen as the parent who was perceived as happier and the one
who co uld be asked how to be happy. (see Table 2, items 5 and 13.) " Mother" was also
chosen as the parent that friends lik ed the most. (see Table 2, item 23 .) " Father" was
se lected on the items dealing wit h wh ich parent to ask permi ss ion to do something and on
the item for which set of grandparents to go and visit. (see Table 2, item s 7 and 18.)
In the last two items of the sca le, children perceived " Mother" as the best
parent as well as the parent who loves them the most. (see Table 2, items 29 and 30.)
This would support the findings of Furman and Buhrmester (1985), which showed that
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ch il dren ranked mothers hi gher on companionship and satisfaction in the parent-chi ld
relationsh ip than fathers.
Most children chose "Mother" for the parent classified as the happier person ,
for knowing how to be happy, reading stories to them , and helping them when sick. (see
Table 2, items 5, 13, 16 and 25.) " Father" was chosen by a large proportion of children on
the items of goi ng to the moon on a special trip, visiting hi s parents, and in playing games.
(see Table 2, items 12, 18, and 20.)
All of the items favoring mother by children in the Thai study (see Table 2,
items 5, 7, 13, 16, 18, 23, 25, 29, and 30) were also chosen by the children in the US .
" Mother" was the preferred parent except for item 18, which refers to wh ich set of
grandparents to visit. The children in the US study chose to visit their mother' s parents.
It would be interesting to probe further wi th these children and find out why, but at thi s

point one can onl y make various eva lua tions. The mother's parents could li ve closer to
the child, the father's parents could no longer be li ving, or the mother's parents could just
be more fun to visit.
The children in thi s study preferred " Father" in the areas of phys ical acti vity
such as playing games, going swimming, taking a plane trip, or a special trip to the moon.
Father is also the preferred parent in go ing to the store for pets or toys and go ing to the
post office to mail a Jetter. (see Table 2, items 3, 12, 17, 19, 20, 26, and 28.) These
findings coinc ide with the study done by Bronstei n ( 1984) in which they found fathers
spending significant time playi ng w ith the ir children and being companions to them. In the
US , children preferred "Father" in similar activities, thus supporting Bronstein's research.
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These findings for both samples also tie in with Collins and Russell's study
( 1991) where they showed fathers ' interactions to consist of physical outdoor play with an
interest in cognitive and achievement oriented activities. In contrast, the "physical"
activities where mothers were preferred included taking walks, going to the supermarket
to buy food, and a picnic activity. (see Table 2, items II , 15 and 27.) In the US study,
item 15 was a tie and it showed that boys preferred to go for a walk with their father and
that girls preferred to go for a walk with their mother.
In Tables 2 and 3, the responses are presented by gender. In the preschool and
first-grade groups, girls selected "Mother" more consistently on the scale. The girls in the
third- and sixth-grade group chose "Mother" less consistently than the girls in preschool
and first grade, but sti ll selected " Mother" more frequently than "Father."
The boys in all grade levels, with the exception of the sixth grade, picked
''Mother" for the majority of their responses . In fact, boys in the third-grade level se lected
" Mother" more often than did the girls in their same grade levels. Another interesting
finding is that for question 22 in Table 2, the majority of children chose "Father" as the
parent they would most want to be like when they grow up.
Hypothesis Number Two states: There is no significant difference in
children's cho ice of parent as related to age of chi ldren .
Table 3 shows that all four age groups consistently chose " Mother" as the
preferred parent rather than father, with the greatest preference for mother being with the
children in preschool. Thi s general pattern corresponds to many other studies where
mother was the preferred parent. The first-, third-, and sixth-grade children's responses
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Table 3
Number ofltems Chosen by ResQondents According to Sex and Age of Children
Parent chosen
Grade

Mother

Father

Girls

240

115

Boys

188

166

Total

428

281

Girls

180

170

Boys

207

147

Total

387

3 17

Girl s

195

162

Boys

182

178

Total

377

340

Girl s

188

143

Boys

169

188

Total

357

331

Grand total

1549

1269

Percentage

54%

44%

Preschool

First

Third

Six th

Note. Six ty-two responses did not specifically choose father or mother.
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showed very si milar results in their perceptions of parental preference. The on ly
exception to this pattern was the preferences of the six th-grade boys (see Table 3). They
selected "Fath er" on more items than they did " Mother." The reason for thi s findin g may
be that as boys grow older in Thailand, they begin to see the authority and privileges their
fa ther possesses and want to become more like him.
Item Analysis of the Parent-Affinity
Perception Scale
Table 4 shows the chil dren 's responses to the Parent-Affin ity Percepti on Scale
and the differences that exist. The scores for each child from the scale were ranked from
hi gh to low in their parental preference response. In Table 4, the respondents' choices
from the Parent-Affinity Perception Sca le fo r "Mother" and "Father" by the respondents
are shown. Fifty percent of the chi ldren chose "Mother" for more than half of the items.
A little over 37% of the chi ldren chose " Father. " Twelve-and-a-half percent chose
"Mother" and ·' Fat her" equa lly for 15 items each.
T he responses for ·' Mother" and " Father" o n the 24 hi gher and 24 lower
quartil e children were used in the analysis to determine which items di scriminated the
parental preferences of children. T he chi -square test was used to analyze each item on the
sca le. Tab le 5 shows that two items were stati stically significant at the .05 leve l (number
5 and 9), and two items were statistica ll y s ignificant at the .01 leve l (number 4 and 30).
Add iti onall y, three items were stat istica ll y significant at the .001 leve l (number 13, 16,
and 25)
In the US study, items 7 and II were stati stically significant at the .05 level,
and items I, 12, I 7, 22 , 23 , and 28 were stati sti call y sign ificant at the .01 level. Items 3,
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Table 4
Children's Parent-Affinity PerceQti on Scale Scores for US and Thailand in Ranked Order
of ResQonses to "Mother" and " Father"

Responding to mother

Responses

US children

30

Responding to father

Thai children

US children

Thai children

2

0

0

29

0

0

0

28

2

0

0

0

0

27
26

2

25
24

0

23

6

0
0

2

2

2
2

4

22

0

0

0

3

2

7

6

2

10

7

7

17

9

7

16

6

21

2

20

6

19
18

4

II

(table continues)
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Responding to mother

Responding to father

Responses

US children

Thai children

US children

Thai children

15

8

II

8

9

14

4

9

5

6

13
II

9

12

7

10

6

11

7

6

10

6

7

9

2

8

0

0

7

2

6

6

2

0

2
4

0
0

2

0
2

2

0
0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

5580

1490

1549

2

2

Total
Responses

1210

1269
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Table 5
Item Analysis of Children 's Perceptions of Parental Preference Based on the High and
Low Quartile Responses

Level of significance
Item

1. If you wanted money to spend, whom would

Value of

based on chi-square tests chi-square

ns

.09

ns

1.33

ns

1.72

.01

6.75

.05

4.45

ns

2.47

you ask, your mother or your father for the
money?
2. If you needed a parent to come to school with
you, whom would you ask to go your mother or
father?

3. If you were to take a plane trip , would you
rather have your mother or your father go with
you?

4. If you were sick and needed to see a doctor,
would you want your mother or your father to
take you to the doctor?

5. Whom do y ou think is the happier person, your
mother or your father?

6. If you were unhappy, would you rather talk to
your mother or your father about what is making
you sad?

(table continues)
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Level of significance
Item

Value of

based on chi-square tests chi-square

7. If you wanted to ask for permi ss ion to do

ns

.18

ns

1.04

.05

3.76

ns

1.72

ns

2.08

ns

1.33

.001

17.89

ns

1.75

something, whom would you ask yo ur mother or
your father?

8. If you needed help with work, would you ask
your mother or your father to help you?

9.

If you knew a secret, to whom would you

rather tell it, your mother or your father?
10. Whom do you feel would help you more if
you were in trouble, your mother or your father?
II . Would you rather go to the supermarket to
buy food with your mother or your father?

12. If on ly one of yo ur parents could go on a
special trip to the moon, whom wou ld you rather
go wi th yo u, your mother or father?

13. If you wanted to know how to be very happy,
whom would you ask, your mother or fa ther?
14. If you had to stay home all day with ei ther
your mother o r father, whom would you choose to
stay w ith you?

(tabl e cont inues)
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Level of significance
Item
15 . With whom would yo u rather go for a walk,

Value of

based on ch i-square tests chi-square
ns

2.08

.001

12.00

ns

.33

ns

3.00

ns

1.00

ns

1.33

ns

2.47

ns

3.45

ns

2.47

yo ur mother or your father?
16. Whom would you rather have read stori es to
you, your mother or father?
!7. With whom would you rather go swimming,
your mother or father?
18. If you were going to visit grandparents,
wo uld yo u rather go to yo ur mother's parents or
yo ur fat hers parents home?
19. Would yo u rather have your mother or your
fa ther go shopping with you for toys?
20. If you wanted someone to play a game with
you, would yo u ask your mother or father to pl ay?
2 1. If you did something wrong, wou ld yo u
rather have your mother or your father correct
you?
22. Whom do you want to be li ke when you
grow up, your mother or your father?
23. Whom do yo ur friend s like best, their mother
or their father?

(table cont inues)
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Level of significance
Item
24. If you were swearing, whom would you

Value of

based on chi-square tests chi-square
ns

2.08

.001

14.08

ns

1.04

ns

.08

ns

.18

ns

1.09

.01

5.57

rather have hear you, your mother or your father?
25. If you awoke during the ni ght feeling sick,
would yo u rather have your mother or your father
help you?
26. If you went to mail a letter, whom would you
like to go to the post office with you, yo ur mother
or yo ur father?
27. Whom would you like to take you and your
friend s to a picnic, your mother or your fat her?
28 . Whom would you rather have take you to the
pet shop, your mother or you r fath er?
29. Who is the best parent to you, yo ur mother or
your father?
30. Whom do you believe loves you the most,
yo ur mother or yo ur father?
Note . ns = no significance. X2(2 , N=96)
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4, 9, I 0, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 2 1, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, and 30 were stati stically
significant at the .00 1 level.

Comparati ve Findings Regarding
Parent-Child A ffinit y
Hypothesis Number I: There is no significant difference in children ' s choice
of parent between boys and girl s.
The results of these data enable the investigator to reject thi s hypothesis. In
thi s study, the children chose " Mother" as the parent of choice on the items in the ParentAffi nity Perception Scale 54.8% of the time, whereas " Father" was chosen 45 .7% of the
time. Children were able to show a preference for a parent in each situati on on the ParentAffinity Perception Scale and "Mot her" was the parent chosen in a maj ority of the items.
Hypothes is Number 2: There is no significant difference in children ' s
preference of parent as related to age of children.
In the data shown in Table 3, each age group showed a definite preference for
mot her, except boys at the sixt h-grade leve ls who showed a preference for father. These
findin gs show that there was a substantial difference in parent-chi ld affinity among each
grade leve l fo r parental preference , wh ich permits the second hypothes is to be rej ected.
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C HAPTER V
SU MMARY

The purpose of thi s study was to measure parental preference of young children
in the nation of Thailand. A cross-cultural comparison study of this nature is important in
order to compare and extend understanding from the US. Research in the area of parentchild affinity has been completed in o rder to measure the perceptions of chi ldren. The
sca le items permit chi ldren to se lect the parent they would choose to associate with in
different types of activities, and in obtaining help in areas of personal and moral needs.
The hypotheses in this study were ( I) there is no significant difference in parental choice
between boys and girls; (2) there is no significant difference in parental preference as
related to age of children.
The sample used in th is study was composed of96 elementary school children
from the Khon Kaen area in Thailand, which included 12 girl s and 12 boys in each of four
different age groups: preschool , first grade, third grade, and sixth grade. In preschool , the
ages ranged from 5 to 6 years; in the first-grade, the ages were from 6 to 7 years ; in the
third grade, the ages ranged from 8 to 9 years; and in the sixth grade, the ages ranged from
I 0 to 12 years.
The Parent-Affinity Perception Scale consisted of 30 items that contained
questions believed to be pertinent to children concern ing parental preference. The items
had a forced choice response category of"Mother" or " Father." A test for validi ty was
done on the Parent-Affinity Percepti on Scale to determine clarity and appropriateness of
each item as perceived by children. Reliabi lity was determined by the test-retest method
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in a pilot study done by the developer of the sca le. The agreement was 92 .8% from the
testing of respondents on two separate occas ions.
The results of the Thai study showed a 54. 3% selection response for " Mother"
and a 45.7% se lection response for "Father." It should be noted that sixth-grade boys
were the on ly group to respond mo re frequent ly for " Father" as their parenta l preference.
The number and type of items selected for the Parent-Affinity Percept ion Scale
was compared with age and gende r. Results showed that girls and boys in the preschool,
first, third , and sixth grades selected mother 63% of the time, and the se lection rate for
" Father" was 37%. This shows that "Mother" is the preferred parent of choice by children
in thi s study.
The 96 Parent-Affinity Percepti on Scale scores were ranked from hi gh to low
and then the upper and lower 25% of the scores were analyzed by item using a chi-square
test, to determine which items discrim inated children 's perception of parental preference.
It was found that out of the 30 items on the Parent-Affin ity Percepti on Sca le that items 5
and 9 were stati stically signifi cant at the .05 leve l. Item s 4 and 30 were stati sti cally
significant at the .O l level, and items 13, 16. and 25 were stati stically signifi cant at the
.00 I level. (see Table 5.) Thi s shows that seven items on the Parent-Affinity Perception
Scale proved to be stati sticall y sign ificant in terms of items re fl ecting certain levels of
di scriminatory power.

Di scuss ion
Coincid ing with other research in thi s area, thi s study found that mothers were
consistently percei ved as the preferred parent. These resu lts show that sixth-grade boys

47
expressed a preference for "Father," whereas in the other age groups there was a
preference for "Mother." In comparing this study to the US, which found a strong
preference for father by preschool and sixth-grade level boys, it is clear that the age groups
sli ghtl y differ in their preferences of parent even though the parent of preference in both
Thailand and the US is mother.
In Thai culture, the fami ly pattern is for the mother to be the parent more
invol ved with the children. The fat her is seen more as the authority fi gure who has the
majority of experiences and opportunities in society, which enables one to understand why
children would want to be more like the ir father. Thi s may help to ex plain why sixthgrade boys in thi s study selected "Father" more frequentl y. As boys in Thai land get older
and become more aware of the world aro und them, they may beg in to see their role as
being more significant than fem ales. They may find that spending more time with their
father opens more opportunities for them. T hey also may real ize the authority their father
possesses and tend to want to become more like him .
In the US, the fat her is also viewed as an authority fi gure, but not with the
same stri ct regard as in Thailand. The mother is more likely to be offered the same
experiences and opportunities as the fat her in the US, w hich helps to expla in why children
tend to want to be like th e parent of their same gender.
The procedure of using a forced -choice response of "Mother" or "Fat her" may
not have reflected children 's deepest percepti ons or fee lings. For some items, children
mi ght have had an equal choice of either parent. In other words, ch ildren m ight th ink
equally of bo th parents and not have a favorite parent in a given situation.
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Due to social norm s, children might have perceived the father as being mo re
abl e to participate in some items and thus chose him as the preferred parent. For example,
a father is judged as best to go with on a trip to the moon, a plane trip, swi mming or
playing games with, or go ing to town with to shop for pets or toys or even to mail a letter.
(see Table 2, items 3, 12, 17, 19, and 26.)
In the US study by Schvaneveldt and Miller (1976), the same was found to be
true, but maybe for differing reasons . In the US , the reason may be that these are the types
of acti vities that are usually done with fathers even though it would be acceptable if
mother was chosen instead. In Thailand , the more like ly reason is that culture defines that
these types of activities should only be done with the father (Kurian, 1995).
Of fut1her interest is item 15 in Table 2. If the respondent wanted to take a
wa lk with a parent, "Mother" was the parent pre ferred. Even though thi s is a physica l,
outdoor activity, which common ly found " Father" as the preferred parent in both the Thai
and the US data, "Mother" prevailed as the more desirable parent. Thi s result may show
that taking a walk is considered a more leisurely act ivity, where less phys ical acti vity and
more co nversation is involved. T hi s acti vity is thus seen as most appropriate for a mother.
In the matter of growing up like either parent, " Father" was pre ferred (Tab le 2,
item 22). In addition, in Table 2, item 18, the question was posed as to which set of
grandparents would the child prefer to visit. The father ' s home was selected more often.
Thi s se lection mi ght have been due to the importance placed on the patriarch in Thai
soc iety and the opportuniti es available to him (Kurian, 1995). The paternal parents may
be the prope r place to visit. In Thai society , it may be that out of respect, paternal parents
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are the ones that should be vi sited. It may also be that the mother' s parents a lready live
w ith the fami ly, so if they were to go and visit grandparents, it would be the father' s
parents. It would be interesting to probe further on thi s issue.
In the Schvaneveldt and Miller study ( 1976), boys wanted to grow up like their
father and girls wanted to be like their mother when they grew up. As far as visiting the
grandparents, in the West, children picked the mother' s parents to go and visit more
frequently than the father ' s parents. They believed in their study that this selection may be
due to the di stance of the grandparents' home, how often they visited each fami ly, as well
as simply preferring to visit the maternal parents.
Responses to the items provide insight as to children's perceptions of parents.
The responses from Thailand compared to the US have shown that there are similar
patterns in the parental preferences of children. Perhaps the reasons for these simil ariti es
are ex plained through role theory from Parsons and Bales ( 1955). This theory focuses on
the instrumental or task-oriented role of the father and the ex pressive rol e of the mother.
The father centers hi s parental role arou nd goa l-oriented tasks, whi ch becomes
instrumental in his day-to-day acti viti es. The mother, on the other hand, is more dom inant
in the area of expression, thus focu sing her attention on meeting the need s of her chi ldren
using more heart and emotion in her caregiving. Thi s kind of emotional or expressive
interaction is more appealing to children, which may in turn lead to greater affinity
perception.

Conclu sions
As has been shown in this study, the perception of children' s parental
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preference can be tested and measured. Children cons istently chose the mother to
associate wi th for recreational, social, personal, and moral needs.
" Mother" was selected more often than " Father" by children. Girls and boys of
a ll age groups chose mother with the exception of the sixth-grade boys. Reasons for thi s
exception may be that as boys increase in age in Thailand, they begin to recogni ze the
opportunities available to males in Thai society. They see the high respect and esteem
held for men and hope to have the same kinds of things possible for them. The female is
not held in as high esteem and thus may have lower expectations for herse lf. Thus, as
boys become older and recogni ze the difference in gender deemed by society, they may
choose " Father" for more items because they recognize that he is the parent that has these
activi ti es available to him .
In the US, "Mother" was also selected more often than "Father" by children.
" Mother" was the preference of chi ldren in the third and the sixth grades. The
preschoolers chose " Father" more co nsistently than " Mother" on the scale items, as well
as the s ixth-grade boys choosing '·Father" more often. The third-grade boys as we ll as the
gi rl s in all grade levels consistently selected "Mother" as the preferred parent for the item s
on the Parent-Affinity Perception Scale. The reasons for these findings may be that the
trend in the US is for children to pattern themselves after the parent of the same gender.
The Parent-Affinity Perception Scale demonstrates research potential utility in
other cultures other than the US, where it was first developed and used. In thi s Thai
sampl e, thi s scale has been shown to have the ab ility to measure mother preference versus
father preference. And as was the case in the US, the scale has indicated that " Mother•· is
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the parent selected for a clear majority of the items.

Recommendations for Further Research
The following recommendati ons are suggested for pursu ing additional
research. First, do a simil ar study to thi s one in which the age groups extend to high
sc hoo l. Thi s wou ld give a broader range of ages to determine if these same patterns wi ll
prevail. Thi s wi ll also help determine whether there are important differences between
cultures as we ll as between age groups, and whether or not their preferences differ by
gender as they increase in age.

It would also be interesting to study the factors that may influence the sixthgrade boys in hav ing different perceptions of parental preference. Comparing and
contrasting thi s age group by gender as well as by culture may prove to be usefu l.
Research also needs to be done not on ly on children's parental preference, but also on
findin g o ut "why" that particular parent is preferred.
The next area for furthe r research is to compare each child wi thin a family to
present more precise information on parent-child re lati onships. Thi s would give useful
insight into soc ial learning theory in how similar or different responses are within each
family. It would al so be of interest to give the same scale to a similar sample with the
added response category of " both" parents to see if this selection would prevail over that
of"Mother" or "Father." Another area of interest would be to look at factors within each
family that may affect affinity between parents and the ir children, such as the size of the
fam ily, the ex tent of the parents ' education, and parents' occupation.
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APPEN DIX

57
PARENT-AFFfN ITY PERCEPTION SCALE

Name _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Grade in Schoo l_ _ _ __ _ _ Age _ _ _ __ __
Sex of Child

Number of Sib lings 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or more

Education of Father

Occupation ofFather_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Education of Mother

Occupation ofMother_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

M F I. If you wanted money to spend, whom would you ask, your mother or your father
for the money?
M F 2. If you needed a parent to come to school with you, whom wou ld you ask to go,
yo ur mother or father?
M F 3. If you were to take a plane trip, would you rather have your mother o r your father
go w ith you?
M F 4. If you were sick and needed to see a docto r, would you want your mother or your
father to take yo u to the doctor?
M F 5. Whom do you think is the happ ier person, your mother or your father?
M F 6. If you were unhappy, wou ld you rather talk to your mother o r your father about
what is making you sad?
M F 7. If yo u wanted to ask for permi ssion to do something, whom would you ask, your
mother or your father?
M F 8. If you needed help with work , would you ask your mother o r your fathe r to help
yo u?
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M F 9. If you knew a secret, to whom wou ld you rather tell it, your mother or your
fa ther?
M F I 0. Whom do you feel wou ld help you more if you were in trouble, your mother or
your father?
M F II. Would you rather go to the supermarket to buy food with your mother or your
father?
M F 12. If only one of your parents could go on a special trip to the moon, whom would
yo u rather go wi th you, your mother or father?
M F 13. If you wanted to know how to be very happy, whom would you ask, your
mother or father?
M F 14. If yo u had to stay home all day with either your mother or father, whom wou ld
yo u choose to stay with you?
M F 15. With whom would you rather go fo r a walk, your mother or your father?
M F 16. Whom would your rather have read stories to you, your mother or father?
M F 17. With whom woul d you rather go swimming, yo ur mother or fathe r?
M F 18. If you were going to visi t grandparents, would you rather go to your mother's
parents or your father's parent home?
M F 19. Would you rather have your mother or your father go shopping w ith you fo r
toys?
M F 20. If you wanted someone to play a game with you, would you ask your mother or
your father to play?
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M F 2 1. If you did something wrong, wou ld you rather have your mother or your fa ther
correct you?
M F 22. Whom do you want to be like when you grow up, your mother or your father?
M F 23. Whom do yo ur friends li ke best, the ir mother or their father?
M F 24. If you were swearing, whom wou ld you rather have hear you, your mother or
your father?
M F 25. If you awoke during the night fee ling sick, would you rather have your mother
or your father help you?
M F 26. If you went to mail a letter, whom would you like to go to the post offi ce with
you, your mother or your father?
M F 27. Whom would yo u like to take yo u and your fri ends to a picnic, your mother or
your father?
M F 28. Whom would you rather have take you to the pet shop, your mother or your
fa ther?
M F 29. Who is the best parent to you, your mother or your father?
M F 30. Whom do yo u believe loves you the most, your mother or your father?

